CHRISTIANITY AND  ISLAM

in Christianity. Islam was able to borrow
from Christianity for the reason that Muham-
med's ideas were derived from that source:
similarly Christianity was able to turn Arab
thought to its own purposes because that
thought was founded upon Christian prin-
ciples. The sources of both religions lie in
the East and in Oriental thought.

No less is true of Judaism, a scholastic
system which was excellently adapted by
its international character, to become a
medium of communication between Chris-
tianity and Muhammedanism during those
centuries. In this connection special men-
tion must be made of the Spanish Jews ; to
their work, not only as transmitting but
also as originating ideas a bare reference
must here suffice. But of greater import-
ance was the direct exchange of thought,
which proceeded through literary channels,
by means of translations, especially by word
of mouth among the Christians and Muham-
medans who were living together in Southern
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